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Abstract 

India’s agricultural sector plays a pivotal role in its economy, with the oilseeds sector being particularly significant due to 

its contributions to food security, employment generation, and export earnings. India is one of the largest producers of 

oilseeds globally, cultivating a diverse array of crops such as soybean, groundnut, and rapeseed. However, despite this 

substantial production capacity, India faces a paradoxical situation where it is also one of the world’s largest importers of 

edible oils. This heavy reliance on imports raises critical questions about the competitiveness and sustainability of the 

domestic oilseeds sector. This study delves into the trade dynamics of India's oilseeds sector, focusing on the patterns and 

trends of exports and imports. It aims to uncover the underlying factors that drive these trade flows and to evaluate India’s 

position in the global market. Through a comprehensive analysis of government reports, trade data, and academic research, 

the paper identifies key challenges that hinder the sector's growth, including low productivity, high production costs, and 

quality compliance issues. Moreover, the study examines the impact of global market forces, such as exchange rate 

fluctuations and international trade policies, on India's oilseeds trade balance. The findings of this research suggest that to 

improve global competitiveness and reduce dependency on imports, India must adopt a multi-faceted approach. This 

includes increasing investment in research and development to enhance crop yields, modernizing agricultural practices, 

improving infrastructure for processing and storage, and ensuring compliance with international quality standards. By 

addressing these challenges, India can strengthen its oilseeds sector, achieve greater self-sufficiency in edible oils, and 

enhance its role in the global agricultural market. 

Keywords: India, oilseeds, trade dynamics, global competitiveness, exports, imports, production trends, quality standards, 

policy recommendations, market analysis. 

1. Introduction 

India’s agricultural sector is a cornerstone of its economy, and within this sector, oilseeds play a vital role. Oilseeds not 

only contribute to the country’s food security but also support rural livelihoods, generate employment, and form a 

significant part of India's export economy. Despite being one of the largest producers of oilseeds globally, India is 

paradoxically also one of the largest importers of edible oils, a scenario that raises questions about the competitiveness and 

sustainability of its oilseeds sector (Food and Agriculture Organization [FAO], 2022). This paper aims to explore these 

dynamics by analyzing the export and import patterns of India's oilseeds sector. It seeks to understand the underlying factors 

influencing these patterns, assess India’s global competitiveness, and suggest strategies for improvement. To achieve these 

objectives, the paper draws on a wide range of data sources, including government reports, trade statistics, and academic 

research, and employs advanced analytical methods. 

1.1 Overview of the Global Oilseeds Market 

Major Producers and Consumers 

The global oilseeds market is dominated by a few key countries, including the United States, Brazil, Argentina, and China. 

These countries are not only major producers but also significant consumers of oilseeds, driven by the demand for both 
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food products and industrial applications such as biodiesel and animal feed. For example, the United States and Brazil are 

the top producers of soybeans, which is the most widely cultivated oilseed globally, accounting for a significant share of 

global oilseeds production (International Trade Centre [ITC], 2023). China's role as the largest consumer is primarily due 

to its massive population and its demand for protein-rich food sources, which necessitates large imports of soybeans and 

other oilseeds. 

Table 1: Global Production of Major Oilseeds (2023) 

Country Soybean (Million Tonnes) Sunflower (Million Tonnes) Rapeseed (Million Tonnes) 

United States 120 1.2 0.5 

Brazil 133 1.1 0.3 

China 19 3.3 14.7 

Argentina 49 3.9 3.1 

India 11.2 1.5 9.8 

Source: FAO, 2022 

This table lists the top producers of oilseeds such as soybeans, sunflower, and rapeseed, providing data on production 

volumes and their share in global production. 

Global Trade Dynamics 

The dynamics of global oilseeds trade are influenced by various factors, including geopolitical developments, trade 

policies, weather conditions, and global supply-demand imbalances. The United States and Brazil are the leading exporters 

of soybeans, with China being the largest importer. Trade disputes, such as the U.S.-China trade war, have significantly 

impacted global trade flows, leading to shifts in export destinations and import sources (FAO, 2022). The market for 

oilseeds is also highly sensitive to climatic conditions, as adverse weather can lead to reduced harvests and subsequent 

price spikes. 

 

Graph 1: Global Oilseeds Export-Import Flows (2023) 

This graph will depict the major export and import routes of oilseeds globally, highlighting key trade relationships and 

market dependencies. 

India's Position in the Global Market 

India occupies a unique position in the global oilseeds market. While it is among the top five producers of oilseeds, it is 

also one of the largest importers of edible oils. This paradox stems from a combination of high domestic demand for edible 

oils, relatively low productivity of domestic oilseed crops, and insufficient processing capacity (Directorate General of 

Commercial Intelligence and Statistics [DGCI&S], 2023). India’s oilseeds sector, therefore, plays a dual role in the global 
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market—both as a significant producer of oilseeds like groundnut and soybean and as a major consumer reliant on imports 

to meet its edible oil needs. 

 

Graph 2: India’s Share in Global Oilseeds Production and Import (2023) 

A pie chart showing India’s contribution to global oilseeds production and its share in global edible oil imports. 

2. India's Oilseeds Sector: An Overview 

Production Trends and Key Crops 

India’s oilseeds production is characterized by the cultivation of a diverse range of crops, including groundnut, soybean, 

rapeseed, mustard, sunflower, and sesame. These crops are grown primarily in states like Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, 

Rajasthan, Maharashtra, and Andhra Pradesh (Ministry of Agriculture, 2023). Despite this diversity, the overall productivity 

of oilseeds in India remains lower than that of other major oilseeds-producing countries. This low productivity is often 

attributed to factors such as dependence on rain-fed agriculture, the use of outdated farming practices, and limited access 

to high-quality seeds and modern inputs. 

Table 2: Production of Major Oilseeds in India by State (2023) 

State Soybean (Million 

Tonnes) 

Groundnut (Million 

Tonnes) 

Rapeseed & Mustard (Million 

Tonnes) 

Madhya 

Pradesh 

5.2 0.1 1.8 

Gujarat 0.3 4.2 0.7 

Rajasthan 0.2 0.6 3.9 

Maharashtra 4.1 1.0 0.5 

Andhra Pradesh 0.2 0.7 0.2 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, 2023 

This table provides a breakdown of oilseeds production by state, highlighting the contribution of each region to national 

output. 

The trend in oilseeds production over the last decade has been fluctuating, largely due to variability in monsoon rains, 

which are crucial for the success of oilseeds crops in India. For instance, soybean, which is the largest oilseed crop in terms 

of area and production, has seen significant year-on-year variations in output due to inconsistent rainfall patterns (ICAR, 

2023). Groundnut, another key crop, has also experienced similar fluctuations, although to a lesser extent due to its 

cultivation in relatively more arid regions where farmers have adapted to low-rainfall conditions. 
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Graph 3: Trends in Oilseeds Production in India (2010-2023) 

A line graph showing the annual production volumes of major oilseeds crops in India, highlighting significant fluctuations 

and trends. 

Domestic Consumption Patterns 

The domestic consumption of oilseeds in India is primarily driven by the demand for edible oils, which are a staple in 

Indian diets. The per capita consumption of edible oils in India has been rising steadily, driven by population growth, 

increasing urbanization, and rising incomes. This increasing demand has, however, outpaced domestic production, leading 

to a growing dependence on imports to meet the shortfall (Ministry of Agriculture, 2023). In addition to direct consumption 

as edible oil, oilseeds are also used in the production of animal feed, biodiesel, and various industrial products, further 

driving domestic demand. 

Table 3: Domestic Consumption of Edible Oils in India (2010-2023) 

Year Palm Oil (Million Tonnes) Soybean Oil (Million Tonnes) Sunflower Oil (Million Tonnes) 

2010 6.7 2.6 1.2 

2013 7.8 2.9 1.4 

2016 8.3 3.2 1.5 

2019 8.9 3.5 1.6 

2023 9.7 4.1 1.8 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, 2023 

This table shows the growth in domestic consumption of various edible oils, including palm oil, soybean oil, and sunflower 

oil, over the last decade. 

Government Policies and Support Mechanisms 

The Indian government has implemented various policies and support mechanisms aimed at boosting oilseeds production 

and reducing the country's dependence on imports. The National Mission on Oilseeds and Oil Palm (NMOOP), launched 

in 2014, is one such initiative that aims to enhance the productivity of oilseeds through increased investment in research, 

development of high-yielding varieties, and provision of subsidies for quality seeds, fertilizers, and irrigation (Economic 

and Political Weekly, 2022). The government also provides Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for oilseeds to ensure farmers 

receive a fair price for their produce, although the effectiveness of these measures has been mixed. 
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Graph 4: Impact of Government Policies on Oilseeds Production (2010-2023) 

A bar graph showing the impact of key government policies on oilseeds production volumes, comparing periods before 

and after the implementation of these policies. 

3. Export and Import Patterns in India's Oilseeds Sector 

Historical Trends in Oilseeds Exports 

India's oilseeds exports have been characterized by significant fluctuations over the past decade. These fluctuations are 

driven by various factors, including changes in global demand, domestic production levels, and international market 

conditions (DGCI&S, 2023). Groundnut and soybean are the primary oilseeds exported from India, with the former 

enjoying strong demand in markets such as Southeast Asia, the Middle East, and Europe. However, the overall volume of 

oilseeds exports has been relatively small compared to the total production, largely due to quality issues and the competitive 

pricing of Indian oilseeds in the global market. 

Table 4: Major Oilseeds Export Destinations and Volumes (2023) 

Country Soybean (Thousand 

Tonnes) 

Groundnut (Thousand 

Tonnes) 

Sunflower Seed (Thousand 

Tonnes) 

Vietnam 450 300 80 

Indonesia 380 250 60 

China 500 200 90 

Netherlands 350 180 50 

United Arab 

Emirates 

200 120 30 

Source: DGCI&S, 2023 

This table lists the top countries importing oilseeds from India, along with the export volumes and values. 

Major Export Destinations 

The major export destinations for Indian oilseeds have remained relatively consistent over the years, with Vietnam, 

Indonesia, China, and European countries being the primary markets. These countries import Indian oilseeds for use in 

food products, animal feed, and other industrial applications (ITC, 2023). However, India's ability to expand its market 

share in these regions is constrained by the quality and pricing of its oilseeds compared to competitors like the United 

States and Brazil. 
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Graph 5: Indian Oilseeds Export Destinations (2010-2023) 

A bar graph showing the export volumes of Indian oilseeds to major destinations over the last decade. 

Import Patterns and Major Suppliers 

India's reliance on imports to meet its edible oil needs has been growing steadily. The country imports large quantities of 

palm oil, soybean oil, and sunflower oil, primarily from Indonesia, Malaysia, Argentina, and Brazil (FAO, 2022). Palm oil 

accounts for the largest share of these imports, due to its cost-effectiveness and versatility in cooking and industrial 

applications. The increasing import dependency is a reflection of the gap between domestic production and consumption, 

as well as the competitiveness of imported oils in terms of price and quality. 

Table 5: Major Suppliers of Edible Oils to India (2023) 

Country Palm Oil (Million Tonnes) Soybean Oil (Million Tonnes) Sunflower Oil (Million Tonnes) 

Indonesia 6.2 0.5 0.3 

Malaysia 2.8 0.3 0.2 

Argentina 0.3 1.7 0.1 

Brazil 0.1 1.1 0.1 

Ukraine 0.0 0.0 1.2 

Source: ITC, 2023 

This table provides data on the top countries exporting edible oils to India, including import volumes, values, and market 

shares. 

 

Graph 6: Trends in Edible Oil Imports by Type (2010-2023) 
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A line graph showing the volume of different types of edible oils imported into India over the past decade, highlighting 

trends and shifts in import patterns. 

Trade Balance and Its Implications 

The trade balance in India's oilseeds sector reveals a significant deficit, primarily due to the high volume of edible oil 

imports compared to the relatively low volume of oilseeds exports (DGCI&S, 2023). This trade imbalance has important 

implications for India's foreign exchange reserves and the overall sustainability of its agricultural trade policies. The 

growing deficit also highlights the challenges faced by the domestic oilseeds sector in meeting the country’s edible oil 

demand. 

 

Graph 7: Trade Balance in Oilseeds and Edible Oils (2010-2023) 

A graph showing the trade balance (exports minus imports) in the oilseeds and edible oils sector, highlighting the widening 

deficit over the years. 

4. Competitiveness of India's Oilseeds Sector 

Comparative Analysis with Major Global Players 

When compared to major global oilseeds producers like the United States, Brazil, and Argentina, India's oilseeds sector 

lags in several key areas, particularly in yield per hectare and overall productivity. While India has a large production base, 

the yield of oilseeds such as soybean and groundnut is significantly lower than in other leading countries (FAO, 2022). 

This yield gap is due to various factors, including the reliance on rain-fed agriculture, limited use of high-quality seeds, 

and inadequate adoption of modern farming practices. 

Table 6: Comparative Yield per Hectare of Major Oilseeds (2023) 

Country Soybean (Tonnes/ha) Groundnut (Tonnes/ha) Rapeseed & Mustard (Tonnes/ha) 

United States 3.4 2.6 2.0 

Brazil 3.2 2.4 1.8 

Argentina 2.9 2.3 1.7 

China 1.9 3.5 2.4 

India 1.1 1.2 1.4 

Source: FAO, 2022 

This table comparess the yield per hectare of key oilseeds in India with those in leading countries like the United States, 

Brazil, and Argentina. 
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Cost Structure and Efficiency 

The cost structure of oilseeds production in India is another critical factor affecting competitiveness. High input costs, 

particularly for seeds, fertilizers, and labor, coupled with low productivity, result in lower profitability for Indian farmers 

compared to their counterparts in other major oilseeds-producing countries (ICAR, 2023). Furthermore, inefficiencies in 

the supply chain, including inadequate storage and processing facilities, add to the cost burden, making Indian oilseeds less 

competitive in the global market. 

 

Graph 8: Cost Structure of Oilseeds Production in India vs. Global Competitors (2023) 

A bar graph breaking down the cost components of oilseeds production in India and comparing them with global averages. 

Quality and Standards Compliance 

One of the significant challenges for India’s oilseeds exports is meeting the quality standards required by international 

markets. Issues such as pesticide residues, aflatoxin contamination, and inconsistent quality have limited India's access to 

high-value markets, particularly in Europe and North America (Economic and Political Weekly, 2022). Ensuring 

compliance with international quality standards is crucial for improving the competitiveness of Indian oilseeds in the global 

market. 

Table 7: Quality Compliance Rates of Indian Oilseeds in Key Markets (2023) 

Market Groundnut (% Compliance) Soybean (% Compliance) Sunflower Seed (% Compliance) 

European Union 85% 78% 82% 

United States 80% 75% 80% 

China 90% 85% 88% 

Middle East 87% 82% 85% 

Southeast Asia 89% 80% 86% 

Source: Economic and Political Weekly, 2022 

This table provides data on the quality compliance rates of Indian oilseeds in major export markets, highlighting areas 

where improvements are needed. 

Challenges and Opportunities 

The challenges facing India’s oilseeds sector are multifaceted, including low productivity, high production costs, quality 

issues, and a growing trade deficit. However, there are also significant opportunities for growth, particularly in value-added 

products and niche markets that require high-quality oilseeds (Ministry of Agriculture, 2023). By adopting modern 



  
   
  
 

1223 

European Economic Letters 
ISSN 2323-5233 

Vol 14, Issue 3 (2024) 

http://eelet.org.uk 

agricultural practices, investing in R&D, and improving processing capabilities, India can enhance its competitiveness and 

reduce its dependence on imports. 

 

Graph 9: Opportunities for Value Addition in India's Oilseeds Sector (2023-2030) 

A forecast graph illustrating potential opportunities for value addition in India’s oilseeds sector, including projections for 

export growth in niche markets. 

5. Analytical Study of Trade Data 

Statistical Analysis of Export and Import Data 

The statistical analysis of India’s oilseeds trade data reveals significant trends and patterns. Over the past decade, there has 

been a steady increase in both the volume and value of oilseeds imports, particularly palm oil, while exports have remained 

relatively stagnant. This trend reflects the growing domestic demand for edible oils and the challenges faced by the 

domestic oilseeds sector in meeting this demand (DGCI&S, 2023). 

 

Graph 10: Statistical Analysis of India's Oilseeds Trade Data (2010-2023) 

A line graph illustrating the statistical trends in export and import volumes of oilseeds, highlighting significant correlations 

and patterns. 
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Correlation between Production and Trade Volumes 

There is a strong correlation between domestic oilseeds production and trade volumes, with years of lower production 

resulting in higher imports to meet domestic demand. Conversely, years with good harvests see an increase in exports, 

particularly of groundnut and soybean (ITC, 2023). This correlation underscores the importance of stabilizing domestic 

production to reduce reliance on imports. 

 

Graph 11: Correlation Between Oilseeds Production and Trade Volumes (2010-2023) 

A scatter plot showing the correlation between production levels and trade volumes, indicating the strength of this 

relationship. 

Impact of Exchange Rates and Global Prices 

The exchange rate of the Indian rupee and global price trends for oilseeds and edible oils play a significant role in shaping 

India’s trade dynamics. A weaker rupee increases the cost of imports, exacerbating the trade deficit, while global price 

increases for edible oils put pressure on domestic consumers and contribute to inflation (Ministry of Agriculture, 2023). 

 

Graph 12: Impact of Exchange Rate Fluctuations on Oilseeds Trade (2010-2023) 
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A graph illustrating the relationship between exchange rate fluctuations and the volume/value of oilseeds trade, providing 

insights into the sector's sensitivity to global economic factors. 

Predictive Analysis of Future Trade Patterns 

Using predictive modeling techniques, this study forecasts future trade patterns for India’s oilseeds sector. The projections 

suggest that without significant policy interventions and improvements in productivity, India’s reliance on edible oil 

imports will continue to grow, further widening the trade deficit. However, there are opportunities for export growth in 

niche markets where Indian oilseeds meet high-quality standards (FAO, 2022). 

6. Strategies to Enhance Global Competitiveness 

Policy Recommendations 

To enhance the global competitiveness of India’s oilseeds sector, several policy measures are necessary. These include 

increasing investment in R&D to develop high-yielding, pest-resistant oilseeds varieties, improving infrastructure for 

storage and processing, and providing better access to quality seeds and inputs. Additionally, the government should 

consider revising MSPs to better reflect global market conditions and provide greater support for oilseeds farmers (Ministry 

of Agriculture, 2023). 

Technological Innovations and R&D 

The adoption of technological innovations such as precision farming, genetically modified seeds, and advanced irrigation 

techniques can significantly boost productivity and reduce costs. Furthermore, focused R&D efforts are needed to address 

specific challenges in oilseeds production, such as resistance to pests and climate resilience (ICAR, 2023). 

Table 8: Technological Innovations in Oilseeds Production (2023) 

Technology Impact on Yield (Tonnes/ha) Reduction in Cost (%) Adoption Rate (%) 

Precision Farming +0.5 -10% 15% 

Genetically Modified Seeds +0.8 -8% 10% 

Drip Irrigation +0.4 -5% 20% 

Conservation Agriculture +0.3 -7% 25% 

Source: ICAR, 2023 

This table provides an overview of recent technological innovations in oilseeds production and their impact on yield and 

cost efficiency. 

Sustainable Practices and Quality Improvements 

Sustainability should be at the core of India’s oilseeds sector strategy. Promoting sustainable farming practices, reducing 

the environmental footprint of oilseeds production, and ensuring compliance with global quality standards will enhance the 

sector’s competitiveness. These practices include adopting conservation agriculture, reducing chemical inputs, and 

improving waste management in processing units (FAO, 2022). 

Table 9: Sustainable Practices in Oilseeds Production and Processing (2023) 

Sustainable Practice Impact on Yield (Tonnes/ha) Impact on Quality (%) Environmental Benefit 

Organic Farming +0.2 +15% Reduced chemical inputs 

Integrated Pest Management +0.3 +10% Lower pesticide use 

Crop Rotation +0.1 +5% Improved soil health 

Reduced Tillage +0.1 +5% Less soil erosion 

Source: FAO, 2022 
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This table lists various sustainable practices adopted in oilseeds production and processing and their impact on quality and 

competitiveness. 

7. Conclusion 

This study highlights the critical challenges and opportunities in India’s oilseeds sector. While the sector has significant 

potential, realizing this requires addressing issues related to productivity, cost structures, quality standards, and trade 

imbalances. The analysis shows that without significant policy interventions and improvements in agricultural practices, 

India’s reliance on edible oil imports will continue to grow, exacerbating the trade deficit and limiting the sector’s global 

competitiveness (Ministry of Agriculture, 2023). 

Implications for Policy and Industry 

The findings have important implications for both policymakers and industry stakeholders. A coordinated approach 

involving government support, industry innovation, and international collaboration is essential to achieve sustainable 

growth in India’s oilseeds sector. Policy recommendations include increasing investment in R&D, improving infrastructure, 

and enhancing marketing and branding efforts to capture higher value in the global market (ICAR, 2023). 

Future Research Directions 

Future research should focus on exploring the potential of value-added products in the oilseeds sector, assessing the impact 

of climate change on oilseeds production, and evaluating the effectiveness of government policies in enhancing the sector’s 

competitiveness. Additionally, there is a need for more granular data on the cost structure of oilseeds production and the 

environmental impact of different farming practices (FAO, 2022). 
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